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AAC goes to the Fair

The DESCENT is published 1-4 times a year on a hit or miss
basis. Copies are sent to members of the Alaska Alpine Club.
Non--members may receive DESCENT for #0.50 an issue.

Membership in the Alaska Alpine Club is open to anyone with an
interest in the mountains. Meetings are open to the public and
are scheduled monthly, September thru May, on the UAF campus.

Tea and cookies are provided.
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SPRING CALENDAR

First i ; f
meeting of Ski Mountaineering Eielson 111 /ﬂ)

7:30 FM
Mon i
thly meeting Schaible
i ORE M

Alaska Aval anche School Black Rapids Glacier

Monthly meeting Schaible
7:30 PM

Spring Break Mountains

Glacier Rendevous TBEA, Patty Bldg
&: 00 AM
ﬁifst.meeting of the Intermediate Eielson 111
Climbing Class T 7:30 BM
Monthly meeting Schaible
7230 Py
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The plan was to send out

paterial and enerqgy to aSSEmhlgmgisfFEQUEnt Descent ‘s but lack ot

oY o efeian e delayed us. You will find
Nticii; qranzgnmlgq events such ag the climbing s;:mm; PPLP;
Mach?e al@avs lra?' th? Peril that the Avalanche échoolqisxin.
We &re ? .3°*¥”q tor articles ep write up those trips or

anything else you feel inclined to write aéoﬂf Matka Alpite

Monthly meetings have been well attended and enjoyed by all.

we started off with a rerun of the raie g _ ik .
the efforts of John Keller. e movie "El Capitan thanks to

In October : :
j - T we co-sponsored the
annual Avalanche Seminar alon g

i g with the Nordi ¢ . 4
Fessler put on his usual excellent class ?: ;;iigloglgguu hate

puchanan’s distractions. Matthew Sturm called me one day to ask
i+ we would be interested in a slide show by Eob Jacobs on his
attempt to walk to the North Pole. This turned out to be a
peautiful and interesting show which prompted a number of good
questions from a well informed audience. q

: The final meeting of
the semester was a good slide show of an attempt on Mt. Doonerak

by Randy McbGregor and Randy Lippincott. For the spring we hope
to have Doug Yates show his China slides and as a sequel to Hob
Jacobs we want to get 0Olli-Pekka Nordlund to narrate

> ; the
amc¢5§+gl Finnish ski expedition to the North Pole. Another
possibility would be to get Andy Embick to excite us with

pictures of the Braldu River and Riafo Spires in the

kKarakoram
Range. If these don’'t pan out,

vou might just have to look at
boating slides fromt he kayvak trip to Kenai Fjords that Mike

Masters, Jean Robbins, Lori Babb and myself took last summer. If
vou have any other show ideas don’'t hesitate to call me or Rex.

John Keller is heading up the climbing school again and 1is
looking for instructors so if you have an area of expertise and
are willing to share it, get in touch with John.

The Alaska Avalanche School is fundless as the Governor's
budget stands. It ie now up the legislature so if we want the
program to continue we need to mount an effective campaign. Doug
Buchanan will claim to be speaking for climbers statewide. We
will circulate a petition for submission to the legislature but
nothing is as effective as handwritten letters from individuals.
See article in this issue for details.

Peter Mackeith climbing grants awarded last spring went
unspent because one group could not afford the unfunded portion
of the trip and the other group found conditions for flying in
unacceptablie. We have one serious inguiry so far this year and
hope to get some good proposals by the March 1 deadline. See the
Page on the Grant for details.

Stan Justice



Peter MacKeith Expedition Climbing Grants

The "Peter MacKeith Memorial

é?uégginbzozgi ;:m;l{eOf P$ter MacKeith, late president of the Alaska Alpine
in A{aska, Afghanistanr Zre2x$a:gr C];mbing B e climbing achievenents
given the responsibility of distp: e ccl=Nc R IlcRATacka Alpine Glub vas

: ibuting th 1
the purpose of supporting worthwhil g the earnings from the endowment for

e mountai i
in Alaska or elsewhere in the world. untaineering ventures by Club members

Endowment Fund for Climbing" was established

Requirements for submitting a proposal:

15

A1l expedition members must be Alaska Alpine Club members for at
least a year prior to receiving the grant.
2. The proposal must contain the following:

a. Name33 gddresses, and resume of climbing experience for each
expedition member.

b. A description of the climbing objective.

(s A description of how the party plans to carry out the climb and
approximate dates of the climb.

d. A budget for the expedition explaining how a climbing grant
will be used.

3. DEADLINE for submitting a proposal is March 1 of each year.

4. Send proposals to AAC, PO Box 81174, College, Alaska 99708
Obligations of the expedition upon receiving a grant:

1. Use the grant money for the original climbing expedition described in
the proposal or return the money to the Alaska Alpine Club.

2. Provide an acknowledgement that the expedition has recieved a Peter
MacKeith Climbing Grant from the Alaska Alpine Club.

3. Submit an article (with pictures if possible) about the climb for
the Club's publication Descent.

4. Present a slide show about the climb for the Alaska Alpine Club.

NOTE: These obligations hold even when the objective of the climb is
not attained.

General :
1. Grants will be awarded at the March Annual Meeting of the Alaska
ine Club. :
2 ngéﬁﬁtions are not limited to Alaska or to the United States.
3' Expeditions are not limited to first ascents or g]1mbs of.unusual
: difficulty although these aspects will be taken into consideration.
4. The financial need of the expedition's climbers will be given

i jority. | <
5. 2;2hA$;;Ea A¥pine Club does not assume any liability for the
expedition. ) _ ' :
: r, the Club may distribute the entire earnings of the
% i:dg:%eg%vegaiiaof it, or none of it, depending on the merits of the
proposa]s’ Grants may be awarded to one or several expeditions.



plaska Avalanche Schopl in Danger

The Alaskan Alpj

Avalanche Sem%plhe Club (Doug Buchanan) is again protesting
thelanche School s Byt onthy Doug Fessler of the Alaska :
2 espond to hi aTq SPonsored by us. It hardly seems necessary
EON S i1es but some comment seems in order. -

Doug’'s complaints (from "And they did it again™):

"Without informing the Al ask
lexne ﬁi?cue Group {(the Primary mountaineering orgnanizations in
Fairbanks), or the'general Public, the Alaska Division of Farks
has again granted its political supporters a tax paid and

subsidized pu?lic relations program based on mountaineering:
("sponsorship" of a tax funded service).

an Alpine Club or the Alaska

"Why weren;t all local outdoor organizations informed of the
opportunity to "sponsor" this tax funded, state government
service so they could benefit from the free publicity?.

"Why are our public funds wasted on an expensive local
office of the Division of Parks (with all of its employees,
including TWO highly paid Director level positions) if Fark
programs are coordinated though private political supporters?

"Sheffield and the Division of Parks run a sleezy government
that slips publicly funded favors to its friends. Where lies
honesty in government and its supporters?

"Ferhaps you like Sheffield and the Division of Farks: But
if you tolerate this practise, never complain when the
Republicrat side of the machine is in power and duplicates this
practice to benefit your most disliked political opponents. How
can vou then complain of dishonest government and maintain your
personal integrity? How can you maintain your personal integrity
and complain of military contracts slipped to political
supporters?

"There are always dishonest politicians, bureaucrats and
political supporters.

"If you want to destroy good public programs and good
government, cover-up and support their wrongs, so that the wrongs
are rewarded and grow.

"If you want to build good public programs and good
Qovernment, publically denounce ALL JNE e Snong S, rand
withdraw support from the bureaucrats and organizations that
Support those wrongs.

"The previous lessons of government and society demonstrate
that we don’'t have a choide or workable alternative. Those who

ignore history are destined to repeat it.

"The Divisinn of Farks and its supporters are not involved

' _5__



On November &6 a busi nes i s h n resolution
2 S meet :
, l 1ng was eld and a t

v a . . . :
this Descent and copies were sent to t copy of it is included in

ol Tt he Fairbanks delegation
conmissioner Wunnicke and the State Parks Advisory Boarg. The

only response so tar has been a letter of support from

Cmmussioner Wunnicke and some discussi i
7 g ions w
Fahrenkamp ' s aides. ith one of Hettvye

Stan Justice

UPDATE ! * ! Avalanche School Update January 7, 1986

The entire avalanche program (except for road and railroad
dang?r’ has bgen cut and will cease as of 30 June 1986 unless
sunding is reinstated by the legislature. Programs eliminated
include: avalanche education (the Avalanche Séhool), data
collection, State avalanche experts, backcountry snow stability
and mountain weather forecasts. Write to the Governor, the

local representatives, and these key members of the Legislative
pffairs and Finance Committees.

Ask to have the funding reinstated because of (list the
reasons you want to have the programs retained) and recommend
that funding be transtferred from Department of Fublic Safety to
Department of Natural Resources, at the FY 85 level. Some cuts
have already been made in the FY 86 budget.

Letters are more effective than Public Opinion Messages and
should reach legilator as soon as possible after the Legislature
meets on 13 January.

Mike Masters
The Addresses:
Bovernor Sheffield: Pouch Aj Juneau, Alaska, 99811
The Interior Delegation: Pouch Vi Juneau, Alaska 79811
Senators Don Bennett and Bettye Fahrenkampﬁ_ A ;
Representatives Mike Davis, Steve Frank, Niilo Koponen, Mike W.

Miller, and John Ringstad.

Key Members of the Legislative Affairs and Finance Committees:
Fouch V, Juneau, Alaska 29811

Mike Miller, Een Grussendorf, Jan Faiks, FPaul Fischer, FPat
Fourchot, Don EBennett, Bill Ray, and Ron Larson



_BESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE ALASKA AVALANCHE SCHOOL

“hepeas; alanch kill
Snow av es ki un :
Vet Suspecting travelers in Alaska every

fnerees;
Ninety percent of the avalan : ’
triggered by the victims. ches which cause accidents are

Where;:i £ g Ors A
ucation of winter outdoor s j

. portsmen is 1
preventing avalanche accidents. REESR G890 T

Whereas;
The Alaska Avalanche School provides quality instruction at a

reas_;onable cost l?y a series of four-day workshops and distri-
pution of educational materials.

Whereas;
The Alaska Avalanche School is supported by nearly all the
mountain climbers and cross country skiers in Alaska.

Whereas;
The Alaska Avalanche School saves lives.

Be it resolved that the Alaska Alpine Club this Gth day of November
1985 requests that funding levels for the Alaska Avalanche School be

increased to fiscal year 1985 levels.

y v b2 PID

h Jus e, President Mike Masters, Councilor

4 2 G M
Rex Rundquis John Keller, Councilor

t,, Yice President

Mike Noble, Secretary/Treasurer
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: _ taineering Course will be given
Wo sections will be offered:

Intre S’LLQ-E-E—ISLJ}:QRHLQLIE.&LLDS. Jan. 21-March 16. For persons
Lith cross country skiing and cold weather camping experience. Hill
each the basics of camping and ski travel in Alaskan mountains,
including introductory crevasse rescue and safety topics.

[ptermediate SKi Mountaineering and Climbing. April 8-May 4. For

persons havipg suc_:cessful]_y completed the introductory course or with
other mountaineering experience.

quition for each course is $20.00. Anyone in the Fairbanks community
with the appropriate experience is invited to participate. These
courses are a great way to get into the mountains and to meet other
mountaineers!

The courses consist of weekly lectures or discussion sessions held

TUESDAYS at 7:30 pm in a room to be announced on the UAF campus and

weekend trips (early Sat to Sun evening) to areas in the Alaska Range.
SCHEDULE

Date Class Topic Heekend Irip

Introduction to Ski Mountaineering

Jan 21 Gear construction = N
Jan 28 Winter camping !-l;el; ;: gflageli-;g ski
Feb 4 Snow shelters e 19
2 ‘I‘lk ropeS/pr“Sik/s‘elf arrest Feb 15,16: workshop/FBS
Feb 18 fooctbite(no trip due to Black Rapids Avilagclzhe_workshop)
Mar 1,2: Fels acler
cue
;:: 12;5 :ii:a:iimzfig Mar 8,9: Pancorama area
Mar 11 avalanche awareness Mar 15, 16: McCallum Pk.

Intermediate Ski Mountaineering and Climbing

Apr 5,6: Glacier Rendevous
- apr 12,13: Healy ice

Apr 8 ice climbing Apr 19, 20: Panorama Pk
Apr 15 snow climbing Apr 26,27: Deltas

Apr 22 leadership May 3, 4: local cliff
Apr 29 rock climbing

= 4-6042) or
For further information contact John KgLbed (;Zidzizgi ?:56—1963) or
¢lub officers Stan Justice (4479 5500718 Ri: AR 99708.

write to the AAC, P. 0. Box 81174, Fairbanks,

e
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[ anyone know of bubbling wara spring in vicinity

)
2t Talkee
kectaa? 4 g Please leave message for;

Toa Gosink

Geophysical Instit
Y ut
99775-0300 ;

474-7291

RAC Boes To The Fair

{

fhe club participated in Sports Day at the Tanana Valle

?Hs‘sﬂIFEFS; h“‘;EY! :tn;k c:r ::CEFS, etc.  We qot the blue ribbon for best sports day booth. (Ta do gat
;fgnnﬂpflze ot ; eerr::c;nan:a: 3 :nd }oud grunts.) Ropes were hung from the ceiling a:d HUIe;DUS p:;s:iz u: gzd

gl donn Nere L e.l e, ront point craspon techniques were deaonstrated by Nike Masters on the artificial
o SloPE (sheet of plywood leaned on the stage). This was also used to show ice axe arrests. One interestin
TEWVNYHiSFhat positive clearance ice axes skated just like the books said. Lesson here is fil; back those puintg
o aid clisting on AL plywood.

y Fair along with golfers, tac won do, scuba divers,

Stan nade @ _3t‘°°t b:‘ t5 foot banner out of ripstap nylon, patterned after the club patch. This will be
avatlable for ?ﬂilt pictures, future booths, etc. Stan also made a 2 foot square frame with a sheet of frosted mylar
for showing slides ons We had pictures of ice cliabing, snow climbing, and igloo building.

muetoukhis entire winter pack (minus food and fuel) and set up a nice display of gear. Other participants
included Rex Rundquist and Mike Nobel. Several people expressed an interest in joining and were given an introductory

gheet with application blank.

ldeas for next year include a rope on the outside of the building to attract more people. The coliseua seeas
fo be in an eddy, catching only a small portion of the flow of fair participants. We could also set up a belay tower

for practicing static and dynamic belays.

Stan Justice
Annua=al Dues

Unless you are a charter member or already paid 1986 dues please fill
out form below and send it along with your check to;

Alaska Alpine Club
P. O. Box 81174
‘ College, Alaska 99708

Alumni (graduate) :
(4 or more semesters)

——————————————— cutihere— - = = Tl = W55 5 e e
Regular Member $6 [ ] Family $10 [ ] Student $3 [ ]
NAME TELEPHONE Z

’ days evening
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
UAF STATUS 1985 —4&§_ﬁﬂuﬂﬂLjﬂJ_Lhﬁ§_gEElxl
Spouse
i re) [ ] [ ] Sex
ggziigg (3 credits or mo § 3 E } galel E %
L ] emale
Staff [ ] [ ]
[ ] L ]

=gl




